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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO IGNITES NATIONAL AI READINESS DRIVE WITH 

GLOBAL PARTNERS 
 

Port of Spain, Trinidad – On Wednesday 26th November, 2025, the Ministry of Public 

Administration and Artificial Intelligence (MPAAI), in collaboration with the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), successfully launched the National Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Assessment Initiative at the Government Campus Plaza Auditorium in Port of Spain. 

 

The Assessment leverages two globally recognised methodologies: - the UNDP AI Landscape 

Assessment (AILA) and UNESCO’s Readiness Assessment Methodology (RAM) to evaluate 

Trinidad and Tobago’s preparedness for AI adoption across six critical dimensions: governance, 
policy, digital infrastructure, ethics, institutional capacity and inclusion. 

 

Senator the Honourable Dominic Smith, Minister of Public Administration and Artificial 

Intelligence, delivered the Feature Address, underscoring the significance of the initiative in 

shaping Trinidad and Tobago’s digital future. Minister Smith elaborated that people and public 

service investment will take the forefront. He stated, “We are investing in the people. We are 
equipping public officers and citizens with skills in AI, data analytics and cybersecurity.” 

 

Minister Smith further noted that responsible and ethical innovation remains central to Trinidad 

and Tobago’s digital agenda. He highlighted several national digital-transformation initiatives, 

including the National Payment and Innovation Company (NPICTT), a unified gateway for taxes, 

licenses and pensions” and the National Digital Identification System. 

 

The event featured a full slate of presenters, experts and facilitators, including: Mr. Ugo Blanco, 

Resident Representative – UNDP; Mr. Eric Falt, Regional Director – UNESCO; Ms. Keyzom 

Ngodup, Director, AI Hub & Head of Digital and AI Programmes – UNDP; Dr. Letetia Addison, 

Lead Expert - UNESCO RAM; Keron Alleyne and Wyatt Achong, Digital Transformation Project 



 

Co-ordinators - UNDP TT; and Sharifa Ali-Abdullah, Assistant Resident Representative, UNDP 

as the Master of Ceremonies. 

 

Mr. Blanco commended the nation’s leadership and momentum towards AI readiness. In his 
remarks, he said, “AI is a bullet train passing by at incredible speed. Every country must 
decide when and how to get on board. Trinidad and Tobago is setting an example for the 

region. Together, we are creating a map that will help us navigate the most profound 

technological shift of our lifetime.” 

 

Participants enjoyed a dynamic panel discussion featuring leading voices from Trinidad and 

Tobago’s innovation, regulatory and public-sector landscape: Dr Craig Ramlal, Ms Vashti 

Guyadeen, Mr Sherwin Ragoonanan, Dr Sheba Mohammid and Mr Kyle Maloney, a Caribbean 

tech entrepreneur who served as moderator. The panel explored AI-driven opportunities for 

transformation, tackled governance and ethical challenges and underscored the critical need 

to build a talent pipeline capable of driving the nation’s digital ambitions. 

 

The launch of the National AI Readiness Assessment signals the Government of Trinidad and 

Tobago’s bold commitment to creating a modern, inclusive and innovative digital state. Insights 

from this assessment will shape a national roadmap for responsible and sustainable AI 

adoption, paving the way for a Public Service that delivers equitable, efficient and citizen-

centred solutions. This is not just a step forward; it is the foundation for a future where 

technology empowers every citizen. 

 

 

- END  -  
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CAPTION: Senator the Honourable Dominic Smith, Minister of Public Administration 

and Artificial Intelligence gives the feature address at the National Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) Assessment Launch, hosted in collaboration with the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). 
 

 

 
 

CAPTION: Panel discussions featuring experts from Trinidad and Tobago’s innovation, 
regulatory and public-sector landscape, exploring AI-driven opportunities for transformation, 

tackled governance and ethical challenges. 

 


