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	[bookmark: projectAgDescriptionEn]Since 1993, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, formerly Suzhou Institute of Urban Construction and Environmental Protection, has organized 128 foreign-aid training programs of China, training more than 3,000 technical and managerial personnel in the fields of energy, environmental protection, water resources, and other areas from more than 120 countries in the Asia-Pacific region, Africa, and beyond. Even in 2022, when the COVID-19 pandemic was at its most severe, our university successfully held four online training programs. Through both online and offline training, the university has accumulated rich experience, established an effective management system and institutional mechanisms, built a dedicated teaching team with a high academic level, and achieved remarkable results in foreign-aid training.

Over the past five years, the School of Environmental Science and Engineering of Suzhou University of Science and Technology has undertaken 37 foreign-aid training programs in environmental protection technologies. These training programs have focused on themes such as environmental protection, energy conservation and emission reduction, and circular economy. The courses have included topics such as analysis of CO₂ emission reduction in China, air pollution in China, and related control technologies. Participants have also visited manufacturers of air pollution control equipment such as Kelin. The School therefore has extensive experience in foreign-aid training in environmental protection technologies.

The School of Environmental Science and Engineering currently has a number of national, provincial, and ministerial-level research platforms, including the National-Local Joint Laboratory for Urban Domestic Sewage Resource Utilization Technology, the Jiangsu Key Laboratory of Environmental Science and Engineering, the Jiangsu Engineering Research Center for Modern Surveying and Mapping Instruments, and the Jiangsu Collaborative Innovation Center for Water Treatment Technology and Materials. In addition, in response to current key and challenging issues in environmental protection, the School has jointly established a Sponge City Joint Laboratory with Pulizi Environmental Technology Co., Ltd., and a VOC Control Joint Laboratory with Simeite Surface Materials Co., Ltd.

A bilingual teaching team is the foundation for the successful organization of the seminar. Suzhou University of Science and Technology has an innovative teaching and research team in environmental engineering and science. All members of the team have at least one year of overseas study experience. They have an international perspective, a deep understanding of advanced environmental protection concepts worldwide, and familiarity with the experience and technologies of urban pollution prevention and control in Suzhou, the Yangtze River Delta region, and China. The teachers are knowledgeable, dedicated to their work, highly competent in teaching, and have a profound understanding of their respective research fields. They also possess rich teaching and practical experience, and are able to deliver courses and interact with participants in fluent English in a concise and easy-to-understand manner.
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	[bookmark: projectAgContentEn]Entrusted by the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, Suzhou University of Science and Technology will hold the Seminar on Seawater Desalination and Comprehensive Utilization for Countries along the Maritime Silk Road in Suzhou from October 29 to November 11, 2026. The seminar will combine classroom lectures, exchange discussions, and field visits. Renowned experts, scholars, and researchers from relevant fields in China will be invited to deliver lectures to the participants. During the seminar, relevant field teaching activities and study visits will also be arranged around seawater desalination and comprehensive utilization. Through a combination of case explanations and on-site observation, the seminar will help participants gain an in-depth understanding of China’s practical experience in seawater desalination and comprehensive utilization, further promoting exchanges and cooperation between China and Countries along the Maritime Silk Road.

I. Main Training Contents

The seminar will be designed strictly in accordance with the relevant requirements of the foreign-aid training programs of the Ministry of Commerce. The training will be mainly based on classroom lectures, supplemented by thematic seminars, field teaching, exchanges, and interactive discussions. Course handouts and PowerPoint materials will be provided to the participants to help them systematically understand relevant knowledge and practical experience in the field of seawater desalination and comprehensive utilization. The main training courses are as follows:

1.Off-grid and Low-cost Applications: New Energy-driven Seawater Desalination Technology
This course introduces new energy-driven off-grid seawater desalination technologies and low-cost water supply solutions.
2.Green Chemistry and Green Environmental Monitoring Technology
This course introduces the concept of green chemistry, as well as new environmental monitoring technologies and their applications.
3.Innovation of Seawater Desalination Processes and Prospects for Energy Recovery Technologies under the Dual Carbon Goals
This course introduces the upgrading of seawater desalination processes under the dual carbon goals, with an emphasis on energy recovery and energy-saving operation to improve the efficiency of low-carbon water supply.
4.Application Prospects and Challenges of Novel Functional Materials in Seawater Desalination
This course introduces how novel functional materials can empower seawater desalination by improving efficiency and anti-fouling performance, while also discussing limitations related to cost, service life, and large-scale application.
5.Membrane Separation Technology and Its Application in Seawater Desalination
This course introduces the application of membrane separation technology in seawater desalination, including efficient desalination through processes such as reverse osmosis, with the aim of improving water supply quality and operational stability.

II. Arrangement of Study Visits

During the seminar, in line with the theme of the program and the teaching schedule, participants will be arranged to visit relevant environmental protection enterprises and institutions in Suzhou and surrounding areas for study visits and field teaching. The proposed visits may include wastewater treatment plants, environmental protection equipment manufacturers, and demonstration sites related to green industries.

Through on-site visits, technical explanations, and exchange discussions, participants will further understand China’s practical experience in seawater desalination and comprehensive utilization, gain a more intuitive understanding of the development paths of green industries and the application of environmental protection technologies, and promote the integration of theoretical learning with practical cases. The arrangements for study visits may be adjusted according to the actual situation.

III. Information on Some Main Lecturers

1.Shen Yaoliang
Professor, Ph.D., and doctoral supervisor at Suzhou University of Science and Technology. He has long been engaged in teaching and research on the theory of water and wastewater treatment. He is responsible for the development of the national-level characteristic major in Environmental Engineering and the key major of Jiangsu Province. His research on new processes for anaerobic biological wastewater treatment and ABR reactors is at a leading level in China.
2.Li Dapeng
Vice Dean and Professor of the School of Environmental Science and Engineering, Suzhou University of Science and Technology. He is an outstanding young and middle-aged academic leader under the “Qinglan Project” of Jiangsu Province. He is mainly engaged in teaching and research in the field of water treatment, has long undertaken teaching tasks for international students, and has extensive experience in internationalized teaching.
3.Qian Feiyue
Vice Dean and Associate Professor of the School of Environmental Science and Engineering, Suzhou University of Science and Technology. He is a peer review expert for projects of the National Natural Science Foundation of China. He is mainly engaged in teaching and research on theories and technologies for environmental pollution control, and has undertaken more than ten research projects, including projects supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China and the Natural Science Foundation of Jiangsu Province.
4.Yang Jie
Professor at Suzhou University of Science and Technology. She is mainly engaged in teaching and research in environmental policy analysis, environmental planning, environmental risk analysis and management, and other related fields. She has a solid theoretical foundation and rich practical experience.

IV. Other Information

This seminar emphasizes the combination of theoretical teaching and practical study visits, highlighting its professional, practical, and international exchange-oriented characteristics. Through this training, participants will further deepen their understanding of the progress in seawater desalination and comprehensive utilization, enhance their knowledge of China’s achievements in economic and social development and ecological civilization construction, and lay a solid foundation for future practical cooperation in related fields.



